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1.0 ���•�–�”�‘�†�—�…�–�‹�‘�• 
Hera Mine is an underground metalliferous mine owned by Hera Resources Pty Ltd (Hera Resources), a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Aurelia Metals Limited (Aurelia). The mine is located approximately 100km southeast of 
Cobar and approximately 4km south of Nymagee in the central west of New South Wales (NSW) (refer Figure 
1). 
 
This Pollution Incident Response Management Plan (PIRMP) has been prepared in response to amendments 
to the Protection of the Environment Legislation Amendments 2011 as set out in Part 5.7A of the Protection 
of the Environment Act 1997 (POEO Act) in accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (EPA Act). The purpose of this PIRMP is to detail: 

�x SPECIFIC measures implemented to minimise the risk of an incident occurring due to spillage, storage 
of hazardous materials or fire; 

�x INVENTORY of potential pollutants on site; 
�x MINIMUM safety equipment requirements; 
�x COMMUNICATION with the community; 
�x MINIMISING harm to persons; 
�x TRAINING and awareness of personnel; and 
�x REVIEW of the PIRMP through desktop trials / mock incidents. 

 
The Company has a number of management plans in place that complement the PIRMP and will also assist 
with pollution management. These include: 

�x Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Management Plan; 
�x Blast Management Plan; 
�x Crisis Management Plan; 
�x Cyanide Emergency Management Plan; 
�x Emergency Management Plan; 
�x Explosives Safety Management Plan; 
�x Hazardous Materials Management Plan; 
�x Lead Management Plan; 
�x Mine Safety Management Plan; 
�x Noise Management Plan; 
�x Waste Rock Management Plan; and 
�x Water Management Plan. 
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Figure 1 Location of Hera Gold Mine 
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2.0 �� �•�˜�‹�”�‘�•�•�‡�•�–�ƒ�Ž�����ƒ�•�ƒ�‰�‡�•�‡�•�– 
This section describes the legal requirements, objectives and outcomes, personnel roles and responsibilities 
and the necessary training and awareness required to ensure the management and prevention of pollution 
incidents. 

2.1 ���‡�‰�ƒ�Ž���ƒ�•�†���‘�–�Š�‡�”���”�‡�“�—�‹�”�‡�•�‡�•�–�• 

As defined in the POEO Act, �����‰�}�o�o�µ�š�]�}�v���]�v���]�����v�š���u�����v�•���^�u�����v�•�����v���]�v���]�����v�š���}�Œ���•���š���}�(�����]�Œ���µ�u�•�š���v�����•�����µ�Œ�]�v�P, or 
as a consequence of, which there is or is likely to be a leak, spill or other escape or deposit of a substance, as 
a result of which pollution has occurred, is occurring or is likely to occur. It includes an incident or set of 
circumstances in which a substance has been placed or disposed of on premises, but it does not include an 
�]�v���]�����v�š���}�Œ���•���š���}�(�����]�Œ���µ�u�•�š���v�����•���]�v�À�}�o�À�]�v�P���}�v�o�Ç���š�Z�������u�]�•�•�]�}�v���}�(�����v�Ç���v�}�]�•���_�X 
 
A pollution incident �]�•���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ�������š�}���������Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�������]�(���š�Z���Œ�����]�•�������Œ�]�•�l���}�(���Z�u���š���Œ�]���o���Z���Œ�u���š�}���š�Z�������v�À�]�Œ�}�v�u���v�š�[�U���Á�Z�]���Z��
is defined in Part 5.7 of the POEO Act and replicated in (Table 1). 

Table 1 Requirements as per Part 5.7 of the POEO Act 

Duty to Notify Pollution Incidents 
147 Meaning of 
material harm to 
the environment 

(1) For the purposes of this Part:  
(a) harm to the environment is material if:  
(i) it involves actual or potential harm to the health or safety of human beings or to 
ecosystems that is not trivial; or  
(ii) it results in actual or potential loss or property damage of an amount, or amounts in 
aggregate, exceeding $10,000 (or such other amount as is prescribed by the regulations); and 
(b) loss includes the reasonable costs and expenses that would be incurred in taking all 
reasonable and practicable measures to prevent, mitigate or make good harm to the 
environment.  
(2) For the purposes of this Part, it does not matter that harm to the environment is caused 
only in the premises where the pollution incident occurs. 

148 Pollution 
incidents causing 
or threatening 
material harm to 
be notified 

(1) Kinds of incidents to be notified:  
This Part applies where a pollution incident occurs in the course of an activity so that material 
harm to the environment is caused or threatened.  

(2) Duty of person carrying on activity to notify: 
A person carrying on the activity must, immediately after the person becomes aware of the 
incident, notify each relevant authority of the incident and all relevant information about it.  
(3A) Duty of employee engaged in carrying on activity to notify: 
A person engaged as an employee in carrying on an activity must, immediately after the 
person becomes aware of the incident, notify the employer of the incident and all relevant 
information about it. If the employer cannot be contacted, the person is required to notify 
each relevant authority.  
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(3B) Duty of employer to notify: 
Without limiting subsection (2), an employer who is notified of an incident under subsection  
(3A) or who otherwise becomes aware of a pollution incident which is related to an activity of 
the employer, must, immediately after being notified or otherwise becoming aware of the 
incident, notify each relevant authority of the incident and all relevant information about it.  
(4) Duty of occupier of premises to notify: 
The occupier of the premises on which the incident occurs must, immediately after the 
occupier becomes aware of the incident, notify each relevant authority of the incident and all 
relevant information about it.  
(5) Duty on employer and occupier to ensure notification:  
An employer or an occupier of premises must take all reasonable steps to ensure that, if a 
pollution incident occurs in carrying on the activity of the employer or occurs on the 
premises, as the case may be, the persons engaged by the employer or occupier will, 
immediately, notify the employer or occupier of the incident and all relevant information 
about it.  
(6) Extension of duty to agents and principals  
This section extends to a person engaged in carrying on an activity as an agent for another. In 
that case, a reference in this section to an employee extends to such an agent and a 
reference to an employer extends to the principal.  
(7) Odour not required to be reported  
This section does not extend to a pollution incident involving only the emission of an odour.  
�~�ô�•���D�����v�]�v�P���}�(���^�Œ���o���À���v�š�����µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç�_�� 
In this section: relevant authority means any of the following:  
(a) the appropriate regulatory authority; 
(b) if the EPA is not the appropriate regulatory authority�v the EPA;  
(c) if the EPA is the appropriate regulatory authority�v the local authority for the area in 
which the pollution incident occurs; 
(d) the Ministry of Health; 
(e) the SafeWork NSW; and 
(f) Fire and Rescue NSW. 

149 Manner and 
form of 
notification 

(1) If the regulations prescribe the manner or form of notifying pollution incidents under 
section 148, the notification is to conform to the requirements of the regulations. 

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), the regulations:  
(a) may require that verbal notification be followed by written notification; and  
(b) may provide that notification to a designated person or authority is taken to be 
notification to the relevant person or authority under section 148. 
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150 Relevant 
information to be 
given 

(1) The relevant information about a pollution incident required under section 148 consists of 
the following:  
(a) the time, date, nature, duration and location of the incident;  
(b) the location of the place where pollution is occurring or is likely to occur;  
(c) the nature, the estimated quantity or volume and the concentration of any pollutants 
involved, if known;  
(d) the circumstances in which the incident occurred (including the cause of the incident, if 
known);  
(e) the action taken or proposed to be taken to deal with the incident and any resulting 
pollution or threatened pollution, if known; and  
(f) other information prescribed by the regulations.  
(2) The information required by this section is the information known to the person notifying 
the incident when the notification is required to be given.  
(3) If the information required to be included in a notice of a pollution incident by subsection 
(1) (c), (d) or (e) is not known to that person when the initial notification is made but 
becomes known afterwards, that information must be notified in accordance with section 
148 immediately after it becomes known. 

151 Incidents not 
required to be 
reported 

(1) A person is not required to notify a pollution incident under section 148 if the person is 
aware that the incident has already come to the notice of each person or authority required 
to be notified.  
(2) A person is not required to notify a pollution incident under section 148 if the incident is 
an ordinary result of action required to be taken to comply with an environment protection 
licence, an environment protection notice or other requirement of or made under this Act. 

151A EPA may 
require other 
notification of 
pollution incidents 

(1) This section applies to the occupier of premises where a pollution incident has occurred in 
the course of an activity so that material harm to the environment is caused or threatened.  
(2) The EPA may direct a person to whom this section applies to notify such other persons of 
the incident as the EPA requires.  
(3) The direction is not required to be given in writing.  
(4) The direction may specify the manner or form of notifying the pollution incident and the 
information that must be provided.  
(5) The direction may require that an initial verbal notification be followed by written  
notification.  
(6) A person must not fail to comply with a direction given under this section.  
(7) This section does not extend to a pollution incident involving only the emission of an  
odour.  
 (8) If a direction under this section is given to a person who is carrying out an activity, is 
engaged as an employee in carrying out an activity, or is the employer of such a person, the 
obligations under this section are in addition to, and not in derogation of, the obligations 
under section 148 (except as provided by section 151 (1)). 
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152 Offence A person who contravenes this Part is guilty of an offence. Maximum penalty:  
(a) in the case of a corporation�v $2,000,000 and, in the case of a continuing offence, a 
further penalty of $240,000 for each day the offence continues; or  
(b) in the case of an individual�v $500,000 and, in the case of a continuing offence, a further 
penalty of $120,000 for each day the offence continues. 

153 Incriminating 
information 

(1) A person is required to notify a pollution incident under this Part even though to do so 
might incriminate the person or make the person liable to a penalty. 
(2) Any notification given by a person under this Part is not admissible in evidence against the 
person for an offence or for the imposition of a penalty. 
(3) Subsection (2) does not apply to evidence obtained following or as a result of the 
notification. 

 
A requirement for holders of an Environment Protection License (EPL) is to prepare, keep, test and implement 
a PIRMP. The PIRMP must comply with the requirements listed in (Table 2) (Part 5.7A of the POEO Act).  
 
This Management Plan will be made publicly available within 14 days of completion.  
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Table 2 Requirements as per Part 5.7A of the POEO Act 

Duty to Prepare and Implement Pollution Incident Response Management Plans 
153A Duty of licence holder 
to prepare pollution incident 
response management plan 

The holder of an Environmental Protection Licence must prepare a Pollution 
Incident Response Management Plan that complies with this Part in relation to the 
activity to which the licence relates. Maximum penalty:  
(a) in the case of a corporation�v $1,000,000 and, in the case of a continuing 
offence, a further penalty of $120,000 for each day the offence continues; or  
(b) in the case of an individual�v $250,000 and, in the case of a continuing offence, a 
further penalty of $60,000 for each day the offence continues. 

153B EPA may direct other 
persons to prepare pollution 
incident response 
management plan 

(1) The EPA may, in accordance with the regulations, require the occupier of 
premises at which industry is carried out to prepare a Pollution Incident Response 
Management Plan that complies with this Part in relation to activities at the 
premises.  

(2) A person must not fail to comply with such a requirement. Maximum penalty: 
(a) in the case of a corporation�v $1,000,000 and, in the case of a continuing 
offence, a further penalty of $120,000 for each day the offence continues; or  
(b) in the case of an individual�v $250,000 and, in the case of a continuing offence, a 
further penalty of $60,000 for each day the offence continues.  
(3) The regulations may make provision for or with respect to: 
(a) the class or classes of premises, or industries carried out at premises, that may 
be the subject of a requirement to prepare a Pollution Incident Response 
Management Plan; and  
(b) the circumstances in which some or all premises within those classes may be the 
subject of a requirement to prepare a Pollution Incident Response Management 
Plan. 

153C Information to be 
included in plan 

A Pollution Incident Response Management Plan must be in the form required by 
the regulations and must include the following:  
(a) the procedures to be followed by the holder of the relevant Environment 
Protection Licence, or the occupier of the relevant premises, in notifying a pollution 
incident to:  
(i) the owners or occupiers of premises in the vicinity of the premises to which the 
Environment Protection Licence or the direction under section 153B relates, and  
(ii) the local authority for the area in which the premises to which the Environment 
Protection Licence or the direction under section 153B relates are located and any 
area affected, or potentially affected, by the pollution; and  
(iii) any persons or authorities required to be notified by Part 5.7. 
(b) a detailed description of the action to be taken, immediately after a pollution 
incident, by the holder of the relevant Environment Protection Licence, or the 
occupier of the relevant premises, to reduce or control any pollution; 
(c) the procedures to be followed for co-ordinating, with the authorities or persons 
that have been notified, any action taken in combating the pollution caused by the 
incident and the persons through whom all communications are to be made; and 
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(d) any other matter required by the regulations. 
153D Keeping of plan A person who is required to prepare a Pollution Incident Response Management 

Plan under this Part must ensure that it is kept at the premises to which the 
relevant Environment Protection Licence relates, or where the relevant activity 
takes place, and is made available in accordance with the regulations. Maximum 
penalty:  
(a) in the case of a corporation�v $1,000,000 and, in the case of a continuing 
offence, a further penalty of $120,000 for each day the offence continues; or  
(b) in the case of an individual�v $250,000 and, in the case of a continuing offence, a 
further penalty of $60,000 for each day the offence continues. 

153E Testing of plan A person who is required to prepare a Pollution Incident Response Management 
Plan under this Part must ensure that it is tested in accordance with the regulations. 
Maximum penalty:  
(a) in the case of a corporation�v $1,000,000 and, in the case of a continuing 
offence, a further penalty of $120,000 for each day the offence continues; or  
(b) in the case of an individual�v $250,000 and, in the case of a continuing offence, a 
further penalty of $60,000 for each day the offence continues. 

153F Implementation of plan If a pollution incident occurs in the course of an activity so that material harm to 
the environment (within the meaning of section 147) is caused or threatened, the 
person carrying on the activity must immediately implement any Pollution Incident 
Response Management Plan in relation to the activity required by this Part. 
Maximum penalty: 
(a) in the case of a corporation�v $2,000,000 and, in the case of a continuing 
offence, a further penalty of $240,000 for each day the offence continues; or  
(b) in the case of an individual�v $500,000 and, in the case of a continuing offence, a 
further penalty of $120,000 for each day the offence continues. 

 

2.2 �� �„�Œ�‡�…�–�‹�˜�‡�•���ƒ�•�†�����—�–�…�‘�•�‡�• 

Table 3 lists the objective and outcomes for pollution incident management on the Mine. 

Table 3 Objectives and Outcomes 

Objective Outcome 
Make sure comprehensive and timely communication 
about a pollution incident is carried out with staff at 
the premises, the Environmental Protection Authority 
and other relevant authorities and any community 
members which may be impacted by the incident 

Development and implementation of a communication 
plan and correct execution of communication plan 
 

Minimise and control the risks of a pollution incident at 
the site by identifying risks and develop actions to 
minimise and manage the risks 

Develop a site-based risk / hazard assessment and 
mitigation measures  

Make sure the Pollution Incident Response 
Management Plan is properly implemented and 
identifies personnel responsible for implementing it, 

A comprehensive and up to date Pollution Incident 
Response Management Plan 
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and ensuring that the plan is regularly tested for 
accuracy, currency and suitability 

2.3 �� �‘�Ž�‡�•���ƒ�•�†�����‡�•�’�‘�•�•�‹�„�‹�Ž�‹�–�‹�‡�• 

Table 4 lists the roles and responsibilities for the Pollution Incident Response Management Plan. 

Table 4 Roles and Responsibilities 

Position Accountable Task 
General Manager �x Ensure the resources are available for the implementation of this Pollution 

Incident Response Management Plan; and 
�x Accountable for the overall environmental performance of the Project, 

including the outcomes of this Pollution Incident Response Management 
Plan. 

Environment Advisor �x Ensure the implementation of this Pollution Incident Response Management 
Plan; 

�x Ensure the onsite induction includes environmental awareness training; and 
�x Ensure Managers and Superintendents are provided with sound 

environmental advice to effectively manage their areas of responsibility. 
All personnel  �x Ensure adequate understanding of chemical storage, spill action plan, 

appropriate waste disposal and prevention of fires; 
�x Ensure sound knowledge of site emergency evacuation procedure; 
�x Report all pollution incidents to their supervisors and the Environment 

Advisor; and 
�x Seek environmental advice as required. 

2.4 ���‘�•�’�‡�–�‡�•�…�‡���ƒ�•�†�����™�ƒ�”�‡�•�‡�•�•�����”�ƒ�‹�•�‹�•�‰ 

All site personnel will conduct the site induction program before entering site.  
 
The Emergency Response Team will be trained in handling hazardous material products and emergency 
response. Specific procedures for training employees in environmental safety and health are included in the 
Emergency Management Plan. This management plan is available to all site personnel. 

3.0 ���•�’�Ž�‡�•�‡�•�–�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���‘�ˆ�����‘�Ž�Ž�—�–�‹�‘�•�����ƒ�•�ƒ�‰�‡�•�‡�•�–�� 

3.1 ���‹�–�‡�����•�ˆ�‘�”�•�ƒ�–�‹�‘�• 

3.1.1 Site Details  

The �D�]�v�����•�]�š�����]�•���o�}�����š���������š���š�Z�����Z�d�Z�����W�����l�[���‰�Œ�}�‰���Œ�š�Ç���}�v��Burthong Road, Nymagee, NSW 2831 (Figure 1). 
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3.1.2 Surrounding Land Uses  

The Mine is situated in a rural area, bounded by Burthong Road /  Nymagee to Condobolin Road, with private 
property forming the remaining boundaries. 
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Figure 2 The Hera Mine and Land Zoning 
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